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BLENHEIM HALL, 
CHALK FARM ROAD. 


THis very pretty theatre, which is established 
by Miss Herbert for the purpose of giving in- 
struction in reading, music, dancing, and pre- 
paring the younger branches for the dramatic 
art, had a full and most respectable audience 
on Thursday last to witness a performance by 
her pupils, which was highly creditable both to 
Miss Herbert and those she instructs, as well as 
the conducting of the establishment. The two 
pieces selected were the favourite drama of 
“Don Cesar de Bazan,” concluding with the 
nautical drama of ** Black Eyed Susan,”’ both of 
which were cast and acted with great ability. 

Mr Harley bas many essential requirements 
for Don Cesar, and he acted it in a careless 
and spirited manner, as though he was indiffer- 
ent to what might be his fate hereafter in not 
obeying the edict of the king. fle made the 
character interesting by throwing into it a true 
comic vein seldom accomplished by an amateur, 
Mr Ray as Don Jose wanted a little more action, 
and ought to have been more dignified; how- 
ever, he was very careful, and had formed a just 
conception of the part assigned to him. Mr 
Toms as the King, was well made up for the 
character and did all the part required. Mr 
Howard made the character of the Marquis 
Rotundas very amusing, and we do not remem- 
ber it ever to have been better acted. Miss L. 
Lawton as Maritana, looked interesting, and 
sang the song in the first scene charmingly, for 
which she was encored. Her acting was marked 
by ladylike demeanour throughout. Miss Bruce 
did the small part of the Marchioness very well, 
but looked too young aud handsome for the 
old lady ; however, it would have been a pity 
to have disfigured such pleasing features as she 
possesses. Miss C. Saville as Lazarillo, made 
quite ahit in the character; she looked and 
acted it with great care, and made the character 
tell in every sceue she appeared in, It was a 
charming and interesting performance, and the 
piece was admirably rendered by all who took 











partinit. Atthe conclusion of the piece all 
the characters were summoned before the cur- 
tain, and the audience appeared delighted. 

* Black Eyed Susan” is a drama which ama- 
teurs are very partial to, but it is not always 
that the parts can be filled with success ; how- 
ever, this was accomplished by Miss Herbert. 
Mr Harley (who is leading man in the class at 
this establishment) was cast for the part of 
William, and he looked the jolly Jack Tar. He 
was well up in the part, and had all the spirit 
and set phrases of the British sailor, Mr Ray as 
Captain Crosstree was very good, and Mr Hin- 
ton as Hatchett, looked and acted as if he had 
served an apprenticeship in the navy, or been 
on board of a smuggler from a boy, Mr Iloward 
as Dograss, was good but the part is not. inte- 
resting. Mr L. Toms was quite at home in the 
character of Gnatbrain; he is an excellent 
comic actor, and has become a great favourite. 
Miss Herbert as Black Eyed Susan, gave much 
interest to the character, and displayed a great 
portion of versatile talent. She has a happy 
knack of studying her dress for the various 
characters she undertakes, and is deserving of 
the enthusiastic cheers she receives when first 
coming on the stage. The part of Blue Peter 
was undertaken by Miss Lavine, who sang the 
well-known ballad of “All in the Downs” de- 
lightfully, and met with a “bravo, encore.” 
Her acting was, as usual, highly gratifying. 
Mesdames Clifton, Lawton, and Graham as 
Quiet, Lieutenant Pike, and Dolly Mayflower, 
all added to the strong cast of the programme. 

The dresses, by May, of Bow-street, were 
equal to any used at a first-rate theatre, and the 
scenery and appointments good and appropriate. 

We cannot conclude without noticing the 
great accommodation at the tavern adjoining 
the hall, the refreshments being of the best 
quality, very reasonable, and being served by 
females of respectability, and whose attention 
and pretty features give a charm to those who 
seem to be so anxious to give their orders to 
receive the thanks of the fair sex, The hall has 
been newly decorated. ‘The performances com- 
meuce at 7, and conclude at 11 v’clock. 
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BIJOU THEATRE, BAYSWATER. 


HAVING noticed on our last visit to this 
establishment some quaint posters announcing 
that a grand dramatic entertainment would take 
place at this theatre on the 27th and 28th ult., 
we, as faithful "chroniclers of the times in all 
that relates to stagic matters, felt in duty bound 
to attend; accordingly on Thursday last we 
presented ourselves and our pasteboard to the 
steward who officiated as Cerberus on the occa- 
sion, and although we were not attired in the 
regulation dress coat and white tie, as befitted 
the ceremonial, the lavender kids and unexcep- 
tionable linen in which our aristocratic person 
was enwrapped were a warrant for our respec- 
tability, and we were no sooner seated than a 
festooned and embossed programme was pre- 
sented to our admiring gaze. Evening toilette 
being de rigueur, with native modesty we 
remained in the background “ to blush unseen,” 
and con the bill of fare, which consisted of 
‘‘ Whitebait at Greenwich,” “ Helping Hands,” 
and an act of ** The Critic.” 

In Tom Taylor’s domestic drama the part of 
Lorenz Hartmann was taken with decided 
ability by Mr Alleyne; there were some Web- 
sterian touches in his portraiture of the blind 
old German violinist that were very clever, but 
we must admit that physical afflictions, especi- 
ally loss of sight, are painful subjects for exhi- 
bition; we have no relish for the “ Blind Boy” 
or the * Blind Beggar ;” we never could endure, 
as a boy, the opera of “ Belisario” for this 
reason, nor do we look on the old Grandfather 
in the “ Curiosity Shop,” on old Probity in the 
“Chimney Corner,” nor on Tobias in the 
“Stranger,” without unpleasant sensations ; 
even Shakspeare’s stage necessities do not 
reconcile us to the loss of Glo’ster’s eyes, nor 
can we forbear to shudder when Hubert is 
about to torture little Arthur. Deafness is 
sometimes a source of merriment; Milky White 
and the old Boots at the Swan are not painful 
realities, and Templeton’s feigned absurdity in 
“ Deaf as a Post” is provocative of laughter; 
we do not find fault with Masaniello’s mute 
sister Fenella, since it enables us to witness 
some expressive pantomimic action, but nothing 
reconciles us to the assumption of blindness. 

Mr W. L. Selfe, who played Hautbois, and 
Mr H. King (also one of the three Selfe brothers 
sons of the sitting magistrate of Westminster) 
as Shocky, acquitted themselves very creditably. 
Miss F. Pitt was a nice Margaret, and Miss 
Marion (of the St, James’s) an admirable Tilda, 
Mr Dawson was not a bad Isaac, 

The excerpt from Sheridan’s burlesque (for 
we cannot call the * Critic” a comedy pur sang) 
was got through with much spirit, the mock 
heroic element of the rehearsal being well ex- 
hibited by the gentlemen, supported by the 
talent of Miss Marion as ‘Tilburnia and Mrs 
Tellett as the Confidante. 

Ice creams of a delicious quality, of which we 
freely partook, were handed round between the 
acts, 

Mr Wickens, who is the perruquier to this 
society of amateurs, and who travels with them 
during their proviucial tour, was in attendance. 





The assembly was of the élite kind, and conse- 
quently not over demonstrative. 

Whether the local charities (for the benefit of 
which the performances were given) reaped a 
golden harvest we cannot say; possibly the 
Bayswater folks may “do good by stealth and 
blush to find it fame,” for sure we are that the 
crowns charged for admission at the doors were 
* conspicuous by their abseuce’ on the night of 
our visit, 





HOW THE QUEEN TRAVELS BY RAIL. 


Two saloon carriages, which have been 
specially built by the directors of the London 
and North-Western Railway for the use of the 
Queen while traveliing to and from Scotland, 
were used for the first time on the journey 
from Windsor to Balmoral on Friday and Satur- 
day. They comprise a day and a night saloon. 
Each carriage is 30 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 
about 7 feet high. A short gangway of 18 inches, 
protected by‘an india-rubber covering, connects 
the two, end when so linked they form a suite of 
rooms G0 feetin length. The saloons are admira- 
bly arranged and furnished. The leading carriage 
is the day saloon. This is lined in the sides with 
rich blue moire antique silk, the couches, chairs, 
and table, which are of finely carved satinwood, 
inlaid with tulipwood, being covered with similar 
material. The ceiling is of white moire-antique 
silk, At the end nearest the engine is a compart- 
ment for the Queen’s personal male attendants, 
who can be called by means of bells from her 
Majesty's room. At the back of the day saloon is 
that used by her Majesty at night time. The 
space between the two carriages is only about 18 
inches, and by crossing this her Majesty will be 
able to enter her sleeping apartment. This is 
furnished with two neat small brass bedsteads, one 
for the Queenand the other for the Princess Louise. 
As only half of the carriage is taken up by the 
Queen's bed room the other portion has been fitted 
with couches and fittings of maplewood for her 
Majesty’s lady attendants. In addition to the 
usual fittings her Majesty’s saloons have been 
provided with Mr Martin’s system of electrical 
communication between passevgers and guards. 
Her Majesty and her Royal Highness Princess 
Louise occupied the new saloons, which were 
placed in the centre of the train. Immediately in 
the rear of the Queen’s carriage was the old saloon 
formerly used by the Queen and now set apart 
for the accommodation of Prince Leopold. Ina 
carriage next her Majesty’s were Princess Beatrice, 
her governess and maid. The saloons behindthat 
of Prince Leopold were for the Duchess of Athole, 
Lady Susan Melville, the Hon. Miss Macdonald, 
the Minister of State, General Grey, Lord Charles 
Fitzroy, Dr. Hoffmeister, Mr Sahl, the railway 
officials, and Prince Christian’s attendants. Her 
Majesty’s dressers, ladies’ maids, pages, upper 
servants, and domestics, rode in the front carriages 
of the train, which, besides the engine, cousisted 
of 15 vehicles. 





<p 

MpLz Nitsson is engaged for a series of 110 
representations in the United States for payment 
of £24,000, exclusive of travelling and other 
expenses. 
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QUEEN’S THEATRE, 


The new play at the; Queen’s Theatre, “ The 
Turn of the Tide,” proves to be a dramatic version 
ot Mrs Edwards's novel ‘‘The Morals of Mayfair.” 
It followe pretty closely the action of the original, 
but is provided with a happy termination, the 
hero’s cold-hearted wife perishing in consequence 
of a carriage accident, and the marriage between 
the heroine and her friend and protector, Dr. 
Mortimer, not taking place. Asa work of art, 
the play, is very long, being in ten scenes, 
some of them of great length. As an acting play 
it has considerable merit which, with the very 
fine scenery provided, may float it into popularity. 
Some of the views are very ‘striking, and rouse 
the audience to vehement demonstrations of ap- 
plause. The best among them was a view of a 
cave on the sea shore, in which the lovers are 
caught, and almost drowned by the advancing tide 
before a boat arrives to their rescue. A fair 
amount of interest was excited in the audience by 
the story, which, however, was laboriously deve- 
loped. Principal parts were allotted to Mr Her- 
mann Vezin, Miss Henrietta Hodson, Miss Lark- 
in, Miss Sophie Young, Mr and Mrs Frank 
Matthews, Mr John Clayton, and Mr Ryder. 
The author was called for, and no sign of a first 
night’s success was wanting. There is no doubt 
the play will become popular from the talent en- 
gaged in it, and the very clever manner in which 
it is produced. Some curtailment might take 
place with advantage. 


————— 
THE EDITOR OF THE “JOURNAL” OUTDONE! 

In Fraser’s Magazine for April is an article 
entitled ‘* The Greatest Wonder” from the pen of 
W. Jerdan, who, on the 17th ult., completed his 
87th year. Mr Jerdan is still vigorous, his in- 
tellects are unimpaired by time, and he is now 
engaged upon the MSS. of his old friend Samuel 
Lover, whose unpublished works he is preparing 
for the press. 

————_——. 

A Lucky Acrrzss.—The fair Rosina Stoltz has 
sold off all her goods and chattels, forswearing 
Paris life, and deciding on adopting the calm and 
virtuous domesticity of German matronhood. 
From the throne of Semiramis she has alighted 
on the ¢abouret of honour at the Court of Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha, and is now Baroness de Stoltzenau- 
Ketchendorf. The Baroness, however, has lost 
none of those Royal tastes which distinguishes 
her, and has just become the purchaser of the 
princely residence of Ketchendorf, inhabited by 
Queen Victoria and the late Prince Albert during 
their visits to Saxe-Coburg. Already has she 
placed over the feudal gates the arms she has 
adopted in remembrance of her origin, a golden 
lyre on a silver shield. 

A Synonym ror Acrors.—In some of the pro- 
vinces of Brittany actors are held in great disre- 
pute. An artist on a tour having bad to deliver 
a document up to the prefecture of the town he 
was passing through, and having to fetch it before 
departure, was told on application to declare his 
profession. ‘‘ You know I am an actor,” he ans- 
wered. ‘Ah, true,” exclaimed the official he 
addressed. Then, turning to a clerk, he continued : 
“Joseph, get down the folio for vagabonds, and 





| 


turn to the letter T, which is one of this worthy’s 
initials.” 

A Rivat of the Derby Dog.—On Tuesday, just 
before the Walton Stakes were run for at Epsom, 
a hare, sprung from her seat in the furzes on 
Epsom Downs, entered the race course at the 
Tattenham Corner end, and proceeded down to- 
wards the Grand Stand, Finding herself sur- 
rounded by the spectators, she made several efforts 
to break through the crowd, and in doing so had 
many narrow escapes from being caught. But at 
last she got through, made for the furzes, and 
evaded her pursuers. 

We learn that Paul Bedford’s youngest son, 
who has for some time been studying his father’s 
line of business, is about to make his debut in the 
provinces in conjunction with Mr Price, spoken 
of as a promising young comedian. We may, 
therefore, express a hope to witness in the future 
some acting as in the palmy days of Wright and 
Bedford the elder, understanding it to be their in- 
tention of reproducing some of the famous 
characters of the last-named celebrities. 

Mapame Tussaud’s Exhibition —This exhibi- 
tion, always beautiful and attractive, has recently 
been redecorated, and continues to receive and 
deserve the amount of public patronage it has done 
ever since its establishment in Baker Street. The 
latest addition is a most admirable portrait model 
of William Sheward, the Norwich murderer, to 
the Chambers of Horrors. 

The Nawab of Bengal and his sons visited the 
New Royalty on Thursday, and the Prince of 
Wales on Friday. 

Mr Buckstone appears next week at the 
Standard, and will befollowed by Madame Celeste. 

The new opera house at Vienna, was to be 
opened on Tuesday last by a performance of “Don 
Giovanni.” 

A tablet aud bronze medallion have been affixed 
tothe house in Hamburg where Mendelssohn 
was born. 

As in painting, so in music and in literature, 
‘“‘ Ea Cocodetterie”’ is at the root of success. 
Christine Nilsson, even though nature no doubt 
intended her for an artist, owes half hers to her 
flaxen hair. Martel, the professor of professors, 
the man who formed her voice completely, said 
one day—‘ Yes, Christine owes me C fortune, 
perhaps; but what I owe to Christine’s flaxen 
hair is fabulous. What would have mattered her 
talent? of what use was that? But her hair! 
parcegu'elle est blonde.” 

AnoTHER Last Man.—The ‘ Lewiston 
Journal” reports that Daniel, Frederick Bak- 
man, supposed to be the last of the soldiers of 
the Revolution, died at his residence at Free- 
dom, Cattaraugus county, New York, April 
5, at the advanced age of 109 years six months. 
Mr Bakman entered the army just previous to 
the skirmish of Fort Plains, and took some 
part in that battle. 

Procress oF Swoxina.—During the last 
week resolutions in favour of giving up a room 
on the drawing room floor to smokers have 
been passed at the Junior United Club and 
Union Club. In both instances the resolution 
was passed by a narrow majority. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

Notice To Sgcrerarres or AmateuR Dramatic 
Ciuss.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

Rt. Vacry.—We are very much surprised we do not 
hear from Mr B—. 

WittiAms.—Will you please to remember the pro- 
mise of the Siddonian Club. Where can we ad- 
dress Mr 8. Thomas ? 

J. L. Paton, Hayleybury.—We have sent the 


Journals, as you requested, but have not received 
any answer, 


Mrran.—We have not heard how you succeeded ; 
you promised to send us some bills, 


V. W.—Direct to No. 6, Sadler’s Wells Yard, for 
Miss Lavine. 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRA 
BY “GAMMA.” 


CHAPTER XV. 


Tue following is a list of the pieces produced 
at D.L. by Mr Macready between Christmas 1841 
and May 23, 1842 (1st season) :— 

Acis and Galatea, 54 times; Attic Story, 4; 
Duenna, 3; Every one has his fault, 8; Gamester, 
6; Gisippus, 18; Hamlet, 9; Harlequin Jack 
Cade, 37; Katharine and Petruchio, 4; La Son- 
nambula, 12; Macbeth, 17; Marino Faliero, 4; 
Merchant of Venice, 14; No Song no Supper, 5; 


Othello, 11; Points of Honour, 3; Prisoner of 


MA. , 





War, 34; Poor Soldier, 4 ; Provoked Husband, 2; 
Quaker, 2; Students of Bonn, 22; Two Gentle- 
men of Verona, 12 ; Venice Preserved, 3 ; Wind- 
mill, 37. 

During Lent, 1843, when “Much Ado ” was re- 
vived, our hero closed the theatre on the pro- 
hibitory Weds and Fridays instead of allowing 
oratorios. ‘* Virginius” was occasionally given, 
with Phelps as Dentatus, Anderson Icilius, and 
Miss HI. Faucit Virginia at this period. The 
next great production .was Pacini’s opera, 
“ Sappho ” a great treat to the musical world; 
Sappho, Miss Clara Novello; Climene, Mrs A. 
Shaw; Alcander, Mr H. Phillips; Phaon, Mr 
Allen. This was on April 1, 1843. The success 
attending this opera was immense. The hyme- 
neal scene—the terror with which the assembly is 
filled when the altar is overthrown by the infu- 
riated poetess—and the final tableau where 
Sappho expiates her guilt by casting herself from 
the Leucadian rock, were unparalleled and mag- 
nificent glories. 

At Easter, Planche’s best burlesque, before 
burlesque was distorted into indecency, ‘*Fortunio 
and her Seven Gifted Servants” (the fun and 
merriment of which nothing can exceed), was 
brought out, and a thoroughly enjoyable Easter 
piece it was, with Priscilla Horton as Fortunio, 
Morris Barnett as Baron Dunover and Selby as 
the unscrupulous Emperor Mustapha; Hudson 
too was very amusing in it as King Alfourite. 
The same week witnessed the production of S. 
Knowles’s unsuccessful play of ‘‘ The Secretary,” 
taken from James’s novel of ‘The King’s High- 
way.” Macready played Col. Green, Anderson 
Wylton Brown, Phelps the Earl of Byerdale, and 
H. Faucit Lady Lenira Gaveston, Lord Sher- 
brooke’s vein of wit being cleverly sustained by 
Tludson. 

The next week Anderson took his benefit as 
Mare Antony, Macready playing Brutus, Phelps 
Cassius, and Miss Faucit Portia. 

At this time there was a hiatus of two days, 
owing to the funeral of that patron of the arts, 
H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex. ‘The School for 
Scandal,” and ‘The Jealous Wife” attracted 
good audiences too at this festive season, our hero 
playiog Joseph Surface and Mr Oakley; on the 
same evening were given ‘‘Acis and Galatea,” 
“*Comus,” and “Fortunio”—enough to satisfy 
the most inordinate, operatic, and spectacular 
gourmand, and to cause considerable grumbling 
among the carpenters and machinists. For S. 
Knowles’s benefit ‘ Julius Caesar” was selected, 
the déneficiare playing Cesar. For the Keeleys’ 
“The Jealous Wife,” and for Miss Faucit’s night 
‘“* Athelwold,” the English Rachel interpreting 
the role of Elfrida; Gilberta, Mrs Stirling; Edith, 
Miss Fortescue. The Royal Jester by Keeley ; 
Macready, Anderson, and Phelps, playing the 
other male parts. There were some thrilling 
scenes in the two last acts of Mr Smith’s tragedy 
that baffle all power of description, as given by 
Macready and Miss Faucit. 

On the 29th of May, 1843, a performance was 
given at D.L. for the purpose of erecting a monu- 
ment to the memory of Mrs Siddons. The first 
piece was “ Henry LV.,” part 2; 2 acts of “ Der 
Freischutz,” and ‘‘Is He Jeaulous?” Miss 


Faucit delivered an address on the occasion. The 


house was cré 
his benefit in 
This seaso1 
Joss on its m, 
the house on 
and “ Fortu 
theatre was a 
Albert, and k 
atan earlier | 
might have t 
command th 
was perform 
available spa 
sung the N; 
course, playe 
Thumping L 
addressed th 
to continue | 
faulty state « 
taking posse 
collection o 
work a Scene 
dear at £40. 
apersonal li 
was refused 
hazard a red 
to keep the 1 
pelled to resi 
The Shaks 
(D.L. 1842— 
Cymbeline, « 
King John, 
Much ado 
Winter’s Ta 
When he : 
house rever! 
fell as thick 
Mr Macre: 
system ; he « 
the law unde 
ind condem 


A 
THE play 
tury’s recoll 
thusiasm of 
itlendants | 
st century 
their father 
Garrick, Ba 
vague remil 
their early 





Dr Valpy 
of Garrick, 
Kemble. J} 
Cumberland 
Ldmund Ke 
but, on the 
8 that Kea 
rmer, unle 
vere, less fe 


tiug, who 
ubt there 








THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL 173 





house was crammed. The next night Phelps took 
his benefit in “‘ The Winter’s Tale.” 

This season at D.L. entailed a further heavy 
loss on its manager, who was compelled to close 
the house on the 14th of June with “ Macbeth,” 
and “ Fortunio.” The Monday previous the 
theatre was attended by Her Majesty and Prince 
Albert, and her court in state—had this happened 
atan earlier period of the Macreadian reign, things 
might have taken a more favourable turn. By 
command the lovely pastoral “As you like it” 
was performed. ‘The sight was grand; every 
available space was filled, and 300 professionals 
sung the National Anthem. Mr Macready, of 
course, played Jaques. The afterpiece was “A 
Thumping Legacy ” by the Keeleys. The lessee 
aldressed the audience, attributing his inability 
to continue his leadership of the theatre to the 
faulty state of the law. He told them that on 
taking possession he found a poor and scanty 
collection of lumber—not even a rope fit to 
work a scene, and the whole female wardrobe 
dear at £40.. He applied to the Chamberlain for 
apersonal licence at C.G. to exercise his art, but 
was refused. The principal performers would 
hazard a reduction of one-third of their incomes 
to keep the theatre open, but he felt himself com- 
pelled to resign his charge. 

The Shaksperian pieces produced in this season 
(D.L. 1842—3) were—As you like it, 22 times; 
Cymbeline, 4 ; Hamlet, 7; Henry IV., part 2, 2; 
King John, 26 ; Julius Caesar, 3; Macbeth, 10 ; 
Much ado about Nothing, 12; Othello, 10; 
Winter’s Tale, 2. 

When he appeared to address the audience the 
house reverberated with huzzas, and bouquets 
fll as thick as hailstones. 

Mr Macready dealt a death-like blow to the 
ystem ; he exposed the state of the law. “ It is 
the law under which they act that I complain of, 
and condemn as the drama’s worst enemy.”’ 


(To be continued.) 
—— () —. 


ACTING AS IT WAS. 


THE playgoer who has a quarter of a cen- 
tury’s recollection, can well remember the en- 
thusiasm of old people who had been constant 
ittendants at theatres about the close of the 
list century. They also delivered to us from 
their fathers and mothers the traditions of 
Garrick, Barry, and Mrs Pritchard, and had 
vague reminiscences of having seen them in 
their early days. 

Dr Valpy (of Reading) I have heard speak 
of Garrick, whom he greatly preferred to John 
Kemble. Many there were, like “D. G.” (of 
(umberland’s British Theatre), who thought 
tdmund Kean inferior to Kemble and Cooke; 
tut, on the whole, the balance of probability 
8 that Kean was equal in tragedy to any per- 
tmer, unless it was Garrick. Others there 
vere, less famous, but probably very superior 
” our present actors. 

There was Henderson, who died young, 
ery good in tragedy and comedy; and, long 
lerwards, there was Pemberton, a man of 
tiug, who was not appreciated. I have no 
lubt there is such a thing as “luck” on the 











stage. Vandenhoff, in the provinces, was ad- 
mired; but he had only a secondary position 
in London, somewhere between Charles Kem- 
ble and George Bennett, Bennett also was 
underrated ; for at all events, in Caliban and 
some parts, he was fine. 

I have seen several actors who were en- 
titled to a better position than they ever 
attained. Among these 1 may name Cowle (a 
good and efficient performer who did not 
“o’erstep the modesty of nature.”) The talent 
of Henry Betty also might have had more 
recognition, but for the fact that tragedy was 
not in request ten years ago, G,. V. Brooke 
was a remarkable instance of a successful 
failure ; but is there any vne now on the 
boards his equal in Othello? Good judges 
told me that though not like Edmund Kean’s 
in pathos and passion, in all other respects it 
was the best Othello seen in England since 
that tragedian’s. 

Miss Faucit, perhaps, was the most poetic 
of the actresses who have attained all dut the 
very highest position. Poetic and ideal, but 
not powerful, she was something just short of 
a splendid actress. Mrs Kean was perhaps a 
shade inferior to her; but in the natural 
school, she was excellent. Mrs Warner, but 
for her lisp, would have been entitled to rank 
with Mrs Kean, and, as it was, had an excel- 
lent position. She had power and feeling, 
and never spared herself. 

The American, J. R. Scott, though coarse, 
was a tragedian of merit. In the delineation 
of rage, as in Sir Giles Overreach, he was 
exceedingly powerful. Miss Cushman, except 
in Meg Merrilies, was, possibly, overrated. 
She was utterly deficient in refinement, and not 
physically fit for many parts in tragedy. Mrs 
Wallack was a good, sound actress; and W. 
Wallack equal perhaps to anyone [now on the 
boards ;—if that is a compliment. Poor Laura 
Addison and Miss Vandenhoff were actresses 
one must regret, cut offin the prime of exist- 
ence. 

Little Booth, who once acted with Kean, 
though a very diminutive man—being but five 
feet three inches—was really an actor of merit, 
according to the testimony of critics, who, how- 
ever, swore by the genius of Kean, 

The presence of that luminary of tragedy ex- 
tinguished him. His son, who is now a mana- 
ger in America, maintains a fame which is not 
small; but possibly the unfortunate fact that 
his brother murdered the president has not been 
commercially favourable to him. ‘The Ameri- 
cans seem to like tragedy still, and there is still 
a field open in that vast country for unlucky 
performers. 

Of all the American artistes that I’ve seen, 
Jeffersou is probably the most finished. He is 
a fine actor; and his Rip van Winkle can never 
be forgotten. 

What has become of Davenport, and also of 
Mrs Mowatt? Are they alive or dead? 

It cannot be said, though half America seems 
to hate us, that we have not given a generous 
welcome to American talent of every kind. 


Bera, 
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ADELPHI. 

A new drama in three acts entitled ** Eve,” 
from the pen of Mr B. Webster, jun. was produced 
at this theatre on Monday evening to a crowded 
audience. Various versions of the French piece 
have already been presented on the English stage. 
The five acts of the original comedy are here 
judiciously reduced to three, and the scene has 
been transferred to the neighbourhood of London 
—a change of locality which is in no degree detri- 
mental to the interest of the story. Tae drama, 
which occupied three hours in representation, will 
be greatly benefitted by compression; but the 
spectators evinced the keenest interest in the 
development of the plot, and on the fall of the 
curtain bestowed the warmest applause on the 

erformers. The artistic acting of Mr Benjamin 
ebster, and the assistance received from Miss 
Furtado, Mrs Alfred Mellon, Mr Henry Neville, 
and an exceedingly intelligent child, Miss Lillie 
Lee, found ready recognition; there can be 
little doubt that the piece will have a successful 
run. At the conclusion the most entbusiastic ap- 
plause followed. 
aes Seen 
ECLECTIC THEATRE. 


On Thursday evening, the 20th inst., the 
Empire Dramatic Club gave their first private en- 
tertainment to a select, appreciative, and discrimi- 
nating audience. ‘This new venture is under 
tried and experienced management, and has in it 
all the elements of future success. 

The first piece, ‘One Tree Lill,” was well 
chosen, and on the whole well sustained, Mr II. 
Lorrimore was truly artistic in the character of 
Jack Salt. MrkE. Gardner, though out of his 
usual element, did his best with Dick White, and 
deserves praise accordingly. Mr E. A. White as 
Tom Bubble was lively, pointed, and humorous. 
Mr F. Preston gave a creditable impersonation of 
the fast man, Foxer ; and Mr T. E. Norman, as 
Edwin Ryce, played in a gentlemanly and un- 
assuming manner. Miss Constance was grace- 
ful and piquante as Cecilia Weston ; whilst Miss 
Lydia Florence, as Annie Bubble pourtrayed the 
devoted wife with a true womanly pathos and in- 
tensity, which entitles her to the warmest com- 
mendation. 

“ The Sleeping Draught,” or regular ‘‘scream- 
ing farce” in the highest sense of the word, 
served as a highly diverting interlude. Mr G. 
Esmund as Popolino was extremely ludicrous and 
played with the utmost humour. Mr Thos. 
Anderson and Mr James Irving, as the Miser 
Bruno, and his man Gabriotto, gave faithful pic- 
tures of the extremes of avarice and superstitious 
fear. Mr John Cantor, as Doctor Vincolo, 
played carefully and with commendable discretion ; 
and Mr E. J. Roberts was satisfactory as Rinaldo. 
Misses Lydia Florence as Nonna and Francesca, 
lent their valued assistance to the unqualified 
success of this piece. ‘The concluding drama, 
“ Whitefriars,” was put on and played throughout 
with a completeness and finish that has been sel- 
dom if ever excelled, 

Oe 
To the Editor of the Turarricat JourNat. 
May 31, 1869. 
Dear Sin,—I am sure that every Amateur 





will be pleased to read your ably written notice of 
Miss Wheeler in the last impression of your 
Journat. May I add a few words on behalf of 
that lady's versatility ? When playing in Derby, 
ina series of dramatic selections given in the 
Lecture Hall, she appeared in the five following 
characters in one evening :—Prince Arthur, sceng 
with Hubert ; Lady Teazle, screen scene ; Desde- 
mona; Ophelia ; and at an incredibly short notice, 
the Queen, chamber scene, ‘‘ Hamlet.” The 
above selections were repeated several evenings; 
and I must say, in justice to Miss Wheeler, should 
she ever visit the above place again she will be 
greeted in the most cordial manner, her imper- 
sonations of Prince Arthur and Lady Teazle 
having won golden opinions from all who wit- 
nessed her performance of those parts. I am, 
sir, yours very truly, Water Franky, 








THE ALBERT HALL OF ARTS. 

The building of the Albert Hall of Arts and 
Sciences advances rapidly. The vast circular 
walls, remind the spectator not a little of the 
Roman Colosseum—seen with reasonable per- 
spective of distance. The site is fortunately 
chosen between Hyde Park on one side, and 
the Horticultural Gardens on the other, and ap- 
proached by the ample thoroughfares of the 
Kensington-road, Princes-road, and Prince 
Albert-road. Opposite the chief entrance just, 
across the Kensington-road, will be the lofty 
and imposing if not very beautiful Albert 
Memorial. 

The outer wall of the hall is about 900 feet 
in circumference, and will present a rich and 
varied appearance, the bright red bricks of 
which it is composed being faced with a golden 
yellow terra-cotta, forming a highly ornate base 
and cornices. The old palace, all covered with 
terra-cotta, in the Lung-Arno, at Pisa, is to 
this day a rich and beautiful object, and there 
seems no special reason why almost equal 
durability should be denied to the same material 
here, In any case, when we see the stone- 
work of Westminster Palace crumbling away 
even during the life of the builders, we have 
no reason to make much invidious comparison 
between the lasting properties of one substance 
orthe other. The terra-cotta for the Albert 
Hall, manufactured by Messrs Gibbs and 
Canning, of Tamworth, is of a yellow colour, 
streaked like a light yellow marble ; not the 
transparent yellow alabaster of which Mehemet 
Ali's famous mosque is built, but a rich 
brownish yellow, more like giallo-antico, 

Another interesting innovation tried by the 
architects of the Hall is the introduction of a 
frieze seven feet high, surrounding the whole 
building at a height of about sixty feet from the 
ground. The frieze of the Albert Hall is com- 
posed of tiles made by Minton, with bold de- 
signs of figures in outline representing Poetry, 
Painting, Music, Science, &c. ; the outlines and 
backgrounds being filled up with shades of 
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yellow and chocolate-colour. The gateways 
form a very important part of our edifice. ‘The 
lower piers of the front gate, facing the Albert 
Memorial, have been for some time standing in 
their places beside the Kensington-road, and 
will have attracted the attention of many of our 
readers. Over these, and likewise covered 
with terra-cotta, will be raised a lofty archway, 
with corresponding arches of equal size at right 
angles to the right and left, while within will 
be a splendid square-headed portal, much of 
the size and form of the celebrated doorway in 
Baalbec, over whose broken lintel so many 
travellers have mourned. This, as we have 
eaid, will constittue the grand entrance facing 
the park, and opening into the Royal box with- 
in. Immediately opposite, on the south side 
of the building, will be the entrance into the 
Horticultural Gardens’ Conservatory, while to 
the east and west will also be terra-costa gate- 
ways similar to those of the grand entrance. 
Within these gates there will be no less than 
twenty-four doors of ingress and egress to the 
interigr of the building. 

Entering the building through the park gate- 
way and the Baalbec-like portal, the spectator 
will fiud himself in a corridor like a miniature 
of those of the Colosseum. ‘To the right and 
left ascend the Queen’s and Prince of Wales’ 
stair cases, while on the lower level open out 
the arches leading into the lower tier of boxes, 
and into the pit or arena. The Queen’s box 
does not occupy the exact centre of the build- 
ing, the box in that position being the property 
of the Duke of Wellington. That of the 
Queen is next it to the right, and beyond the 
box of her Majesty is that of Lord Granville. 

There will be in all three grand tiers of 
boxes besides a balcony, calculated to afford 
ample space for seating 10,000 persons. 
Besides these seats, there will be the arena, 
intended to be left open for walking or 
standing, and of course capable of holding a 
vast number of persons in addition. Over 
all, there will be a circular picture gallery 
running round the summit of the building, 
and lighted by skylight. What pictures are 
intended to be exhibited there, and who are 
the people that are expected to toil up to 
that supreme altitude to behold them, ap- 
pears to be uncertain. 

Onthe whole the Albert Hall is undoubted- 
ly a very remarkable work, and the designs 
of Capt. Fowke and Col. Scott are being 
carried out with great skill. So far as 
the builders are corcerned it will be, we 
are assured, a success, such as London’s 
architectural schemes do not often attain. 

HoLioway’s Pints AND OrnTMENT.—The friends 
of the afflicted should try in their trouble these 
purifying remedies. For more tban the third of 
a century have these medicaments been before the 
public, by which their merits have been universal- 





ly recognized and commended. In all ailments 
they prove useful. In debilitated constitutions 
they act as preventives to disease, and where ma- 
ladies have manifested themselves the afflicted 
can resort to no remedies at once so efficient and 
harmless as Holloway’s. They keep the blood 
pure, and preserve the stomach in a sound state, 
they cool and cleanse the whole system. These 
medicaments should be possessed by all. They 
will confirm good health, and prove serviceable 
under any infirmity which can affect mankind. 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson: Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 
{ CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
{MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
| aca: Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray, 
EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
ecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Vin. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 
RION Dramatic Club,—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road ; I’. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, — Manager. — with references, 
to be made to F’, Small, jun., Secretary, °6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 
HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 
Pevening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 
M\RAYFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical 
Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr W. as Stage-manager, 
Mr C. Chapman. Apply to the retary, Mr C. H. 
Lloyd, 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WC 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 


TO AMATEURS, 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘lo be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
Henny Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 


ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, —A 
ali Portrait model of WILLIAM SHEWARD (of 
Norwich) has been added to the Chamber of Horrors, 

Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 64.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m. 
till ten p.m. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN, 


T AVING been eutirely RE-DECORATED,‘in an elegant and costly stvle, worthy in every way of their 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


THE GRAND BAND, 

Under the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 

N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 

Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o’clock. 


in the week. 














H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs fo inform the 
e Visitorsof SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 
prices .— 


GUINNESS'S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. 


GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 6d. 


YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS, 
BASS'S PALE ALE, 6d. 


PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d, and 6d. per GLASS. 


BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. 


Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 


OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 


CORDIALS 
of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house. 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices. 
CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
aay” A now and CONVENIENT estan yah = a ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
e Dress Circle. 


BEST COALS 24s. PER TON, AT 18, TYSO STREET, CLERKENWELL. 





-PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 
DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, Ke. 
WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 

BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Feotch Ales on draught. bageiad” | 
TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 

RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. 


Town or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- 
court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls and Masquerades. 


TO AMATEURS OF TALENT. 
R J. SWINDON will be happy to arrange for parts 
in CARTOUCHE and OTHELLO, at a first- 
class LONDON THEATRE on June 19th. Terms 
moderate. Parts open—Othello, Cassio, Lodovico, Duke 
and Emilia. Rehearsals every Wednesday at the Globe, 
at 8. Address, Mr J. SwiInDon, ‘ Globe,’’ DerbyStreet, 
King's Cross. 
CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed 
and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road. 


TO AMATEURS. 

FEW LADIES and GENTLEMEN wanted to 

complete the cast for an Entertainment to take 
place at the CABINET THEATRE, about June 21, 
under the management of E. V. WILLIAMS, and 
R. RICHARDS. Pieces selected are COLLEEN 
BAWN, BOMBASTES FURIOSO, and OUR OLD 
HOUSE at HOME. Leads open. Terms moderate. 
Address E. ¥. WILLIAMS, 40, Westminster Bridge 
Road, 




















i{FOYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR- 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 

Where to spend a happy night.—These magnificent 
gardens now open, brilliantly illuminated. 

Dancing on the crystal platform, the largest in Europe, 
to an augmented band of 50 performers, under the direc- 
tion of Mr B. Isaacson. Natator, the Man Frog. 

8th week and unprecedented success of Mr Charles 
Dickens’s story of OLIVER TWIST, with new 
scenery and marvellous effects. Mr E. Giovannelli as 
the Artful Dodger.—It will be played every evening 
until further notice. Oliver Twist, Miss 
Eliza Hamilton ; the Artful Dodger, Mr E. Giovannelli; 
Mr Brownlow, Mr E, Byrne; Mr Grimwig, Mr E. 
Campbell ; Bill Sykes, Mr C. W. Chamberlain ; Bumbil, 
Mr é. Steyne ; Fagin, Mr J. Mordaunt. 

Dancing in the grand hall at half-past eight.—Doors 
open at a quarter to seven, performance to commence at 
a quarter-past, 

Open Sunday during the summer season for promenade. 
Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. 

Important notice: Mr Giovannelli begs most respect- 
fully to request the%stewards and secretaries of benefit 
societies, bean feasts, &c., to apply early for their 
anniversary dinners, as the dates are being rapidly filled 


up. 
"pahidin ls., including dancing in the ball-room. 
Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt; acting-manager, Mr 
Hazlewood, jun. 
Open for the instruction of the art and science of voloci- 
peding, by two professors ; also the grounds open from 
seven A.M. to seven P.M. 





MVHEATRICAL FIT-UP (Portable), Stage, 

Proscenium, Green Curtain, Drop, Scenery, Set, 
Wings, Gas Tubing, all complete, TO BE SOLD a 
bargain. Is erected, or the Advertiser will join. Apply, 
21, Aylesbury-street, Clerkenwell. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W, 
Brstow. 





To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 335a, Strand, W.C., (opposite tiomerset House 
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